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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To enhance the rigidity of a body after module 
assembly without any 

need to increase the rigidity of each body section more 
than necessary. 

CONSTITUTION: A center pillar 22 having a closed sectional 
structure is fitted 

with a center reinforcement 98, and the lower end thereof 
is extended toward a 

lock member lower section 64. An opening 100 is formed in 
the section 64 so as 

to face the lower end of the reinforcement 98. The 
extended section 98A 

thereof passes the opening 100, when an upper module 12 and 
an under module 16 

are assembled, and joined to the bottom of the lock member, 
lower section 64, 

thereby penetrating the center pillar 22. As a result, a 
torsional load acting 

on the center pillar 22 can be transmitted not only to a 
lock member upper 

section 40, but also to the lock member lower section 64. 
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The load, therefore, 

can be supported with the lock member upper section 4 0 and 
lower section 64, 

thereby increasing the rigidity of a body. According to 
this construction, the 

lock member upper section 40 does not need higher rigidity 
than required, with 

the upper module in independent state, and an increase in 

vehicle weight and 

parts quantity can be prevented. 
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